THE MAN I KNEW

ously affect the supply of ammunition and material, Douglas
decided to make no change in his plans. He hoped that some
means would be found whereby supplies would be main-
tained even if the strike continued. All leave, however, was
of course stopped.

On the 2<$th of September the French and American
troops started a very large attack and the British followed
with theirs on the following day. Bourlon Wood, which had
caused so much trouble in November 1917, was captured
and operations were again in force around CambraL The
attack by the Belgians and our Second Army in Flanders was
.launched on the z8th of September and proved exception-
ally successful. The enemy was forced to retire from La
Bassee, Aubers Ridge and all the places so well known to
Douglas when he commanded the First Army in 1915.

The whole of the Hindenburg system of defence had by
this time been broken by our onslaughts and early in October
Germany asked for an armistice in order to discuss terms
for peace. Douglas thought that conditions were so serious
with the enemy that the Germans would be prepared to
make peace on any terms. He hoped, however, that before
any armistice was granted the remnants of the German
army would be driven back to the Rhine.

By the 9th of October Cambrai was in the hands of the
British and fighting was taking place near Le Cateau, where
the expeditionary force concentrated in 1914.

On the iyth of October Douglas was asked by the War
Cabinet to go to London to discuss the terms for an
armistice, so he crossed on the following day and attended
Cabinet meetings on the i9th and 2ist, the 2oth being a
Sunday.

Douglas stressed that the points which ought to be in-
corporated in the terms were that the Germans should
evacuate all Belgian and French territory including Alsace-
Lorraine and Metz, and Strasburg handed over to the Allies.